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WISCONSIN DOCUMENTS 


Miss Jutta W. Merrit, Legislative Reference Department 


From the standpoint of the librarian, 
state documents may be roughly divided 
into two groups, popular and statistical, or 
books to be read and books to be consulted. 
The former contain interesting, readable 
articles, often well illustrated. They are 
helpful in many fields of reference work, 
and should be treated as any other books. 
If called to the attention of students, they 
can be widely used. The second class in- 
cludes the typical “document”; on the out- 
side, ugly black cloth, on the inside, tables 
of figures that do not look inviting. Yet 
here are the statistics often needed by the 
lawyer or newspaper man or even the high 
school debater. 

In the first class, the agricultural publica- 
tions easily lead in point of number. In the 
bulletins and reports of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station are given the results of 
the scientific investigations in every depart- 
ment of agriculture carried on by Dean 
Henry and his large staff. Some recent 
bulletins on planning of home grounds are 
of general interest. The reports of the 
State Board of Agriculture and the bullet- 
ins of the Farmers’ Institutes contain 
short, practical papers by successful farm- 
ers. The Agricultural Experiment Asso- 
ciation, Cheese Makers’ Association, Dairy- 


Association and State Horticultural 
Society issue annual volumes giving the 
papers read at their meetings. These seven 
sets together make a fine agricultural li- 
brary, always up-to-date, and costing the 
library nothing. 

The publications of the Wisconsin State 
Historical Society should need no introduc- 
tion to a Wisconsin librarian. She should 
do her share in arousing interest and pride 
in local history and must draw her material 
very largely from these sets. Early vol- 
umes of the Collections contain short pa- 
pers on different topics; now one volume is 
devoted to a larger subject, such as the 
French régime in Wisconsin, and the mis- 
cellaneous articles appear in the Procced 
ings. A separate index to the latter has 
just been issued, adding greatly to the use- 
fulness of the set, and volume X of the 
Collections indexes the preceding volumes. 
As these are quite rare, the legislature has 
authorized a reprint, of which three vol- 
umes have appeared. It is impossible to 
overestimate the value of these sets. There 
are articles on the Indian wars, stories of 
the French explorers, personal reminis- 
cences of life in territorial days—surely 
these need not be relegated to the dark 
shelves of a document collection ! 


men’s 
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For work with schools the pamphlets is- 
sued by the State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction will be of great service. 
The Arbor and Bird day and Memorial 
day annuals are too attractive to be easily 
overlooked or neglected. Both are a help 
in finding appropriate recitations for the 
children. But the less inviting biennial re- 
ports contain discussions of such current 
educational questions as the place of man- 
ual training and domestic science in the 
curriculum, or the consolidation of rural 
schools. 

The Bulletins of the Geological and Nat- 
ural History Survey cover a wider field 
than its name would indicate and should 
be classified as individual books. The 
Commission has issued printed catalog 
cards for the set. One volume is an ex- 
ceedingly practical treatise on road mak- 
ing; others, the clays and brick industry of 
the state, forestry, building stones, the 
lakes of southeastern Wisconsin. People 
interested in mining are constantly writing 
for the final report on the lead and zinc 
regions, which is now in press. The four 
large volumes of the old survey of 1873-79 
are still well worth having in spite of their 
early date. The report was a comprehen- 
sive one, and much of the field covered has 
not been touched since. 

On the border line between our two 
groups of documents are the reports of the 
Tax Commission and of the Bureau of La- 
bor and Industrial Statistics. Both are 
partly statistical, but both should be used 
also for the valuable papers included. The 
latter covers in its investigations child 
labor, factory inspection, labor of women, 
sweat shops and many other phases of the 
labor problem. Some articles are re- 
printed in more convenient pamphlet form. 
The Tax Commission discusses taxation of 
mortgages, inheritance and personai prop- 
erty taxes. Both sets will appeal to high 
school debaters. 

In sharp contrast to the books already 
mentioned, the purely statistical reports 
will not be of interest to the general 
reader. But right here is the librarian’s 
chance to cultivate a “library habit” on the 
part of the lawyer or the business man of 
the community who delights in figures that 
frighten most of us. It is comparatively 
easy for the newspaper man to keep a few 
of these vclumes in his office, but it is bet- 
ter for the library that he should turn 
there for <he information he needs, and 
become interested in its work. : 

At the head of this class stands the 
Blue Book, an encyclopedia of miscellan- 
eous information regarding the legislature, 
the administrative departments and the 
state at large. The Journals of Senate and 
Assembly give brief proceedings of the 
legislature and are of especial interest at 
election time in looking up the records of 
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individual members. They also contain the 
messages of the governor, but no speeches. 
The latter may often be found in abridged 
form in the Milwaukee papers. The Revised 
Statutes of 1898, in two large volumes, give 
the general jaws in force at that date and 
take the place of all earlier session laws. 
They must be supplemented by the Session 
Laws of 1899, 1901 and 1903. That covers 
the laws of the state in five volumes. Li- 
braries that apply at the beginning of each 
session can obtain the files of bills and 
daily journals as issued. If these are ad- 
vertised they will be in great demand, and 
libraries that have made the experiment 
are not likely to give it up. 

Among individual reports most often 
consulted are those of the Secretary of 
State, giving full figures of the state fi- 
nances. The people of the state should be 
interested in knowing the actual cost of the 
state government. Reports of the Railroad 
Commissioner, giving statistics of each rail- 
road in the state, are much in demand now 
to prove points on either side of the ques- 
tion of rate regulation. Here the earlier 
volumes covering the granger movement of 
the ’7o’s are of equal value. The Insurance 
Commissioner’s report will help to reassure 
a business man as to the value of the policy 
he carries, in these days when the papers 
are full of insurance scandal. So a bank 
failure may cause a demand for the report 
of the Commissioner of Banking on the 
condition of Wisconsin banks. Finally the 
latest catalog of the State University, 
placed where high school boys and girls 
will see it, may lead to large results. 

To the librarian of the small library, 
struggling with the question of limited 
shelf room, this list may be appalling. But 
remember that only the latest volume of a 
statistical report is absolutely necessary, so 
that books of the second class may be cov- 
ered by a small number of volumes. Fol- 
lowing the suggestions in the first division, 
you will add books of permanent value to 
your collection, and will relieve your book 
fund for purchases along other lines. 
Whatever you decide to keep in your li- 
brary, do not have a document collection. 
Any state publication worthy of shelf room 
deserves to be classified and shelved with 
its subject, be it Wisconsin history or rail- 
roads. Examine the volumes as you re- 
ceive them; put them on the shelves with 
the interesting new books; add them to 
your newspaper list of additions; in a 
word, forget that they are documents. 


SUGGESTED LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
General 


Blue book (biennial.) 

Each library in the state is entitled to 
one. Apply to the commissioner of labor. 
The recent ones are invaluable, earlier vol- 
—_ useful from the historical standpoint 
only. 
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Journals of Senate and Assembly (biennial.) 
Statutes of 1898—2 volumes. 
Session laws (biennial) 1899-date. 

Try to get all these through your state 
senator or assemblyman. They are also 
sold by the Superintendent of Public Prop- 
erty. Supplement these with the bills of 
the current session. 

State departments, boards, ete. 

Where no directions are given, apply di- 
rectly to the oflicer or board. 

Agricultural experiment station. 
ports. 


Annual re- 





Bulletins (irregular.) 
Valuable and authoritative papers on ag- 
ricultural subjects. 
Agriculture, Agriculture, State board of. An- 
nual reports. 
Established in 1897 
the old state agricultural 
able papers. 
Banking department. Annual 
Annual report on the 
the building and loan 
latest. 
Useful to business men. 
Board of Control. Biennial report—latest. 
Includes the reports of the various state 
charitable and penal institutions. 
Farmers’ institutes. Bulletins (annual). 
Whole set useful for popular papers on 


to take the place of 
society. Valu- 


report—latest. 
condition of 
associations— 





agricultural topics. Apply to George Mc- 
Kerrow, Madison. g 

Fish and game warden. Fish and game 
laws—latest. 


: The fishermen will wish to consult these 
aws. 

Free library commission. Biennial reports. 
Miscellaneous publications. 
Geological and natural history survey. Bul- 
letins (irregular). 
Write to Dean E. A. Birge, Madison. A 
very useful set. The Commission has _ is- 
sued catalog cards for the individual bul- 
letins. The old survey of 1873-79, in four 
large volumes, is valuable, but hard to pick 

up now. 
Governor. Biennial and special messages. 
These will be in demand at the time 
they are issued. The regular messages ap- 
pear later in the Journals, when the pamph-: 
lets can be discarded. 
Health, State Board of. Bulletins 
terly). 
Issued by the Secretary of the board, Dr. 
Cc. A. Harper, Madison. Contain practical 
suggestions on sanitation. 





(quar- 
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Insurance, Commissioner of. Annual _re- 
port—latest. 

Gives standing of 
doing business in state. 

Labor and industrial statistics, 
Biennial reports. 

Whole set is valuable for papers on labor 
topics aud statistics. Some papers appear 
in separate form also. 

Railroad commissioner. Biennial reports. 

Keep the whole set, 1874 to date, on ac- 
count of the present interest in railroad 
regulation. They contain reports of indi- 
vidual roads and summarized statistics. 
Railroad map (biennial). 

Good map of the state to have in the li- 


insurance companies 


Bureau of. 





brary. 
Secretary of state. Biennial report—latest. 
Statement of funds, revenues, expendi- 


tures and valuation of property. 
State superintendent. Arbor and bird day 


annuals. 
—— RBiennial reports. 
—— Bulletins of information. 


—— Memorial day annuals. 

School laws. 
Needed for work with schools. 
Tax commission. Reports (biennial). 

Issued in 1898, 1900 and 1903. All of 
great value for their discussions of meth- 
ods of taxation. 

University. Catalog (annual)—latest. 
Bulletins (irregular). 

Most of these are too technical. Con- 

sult the list in the check list or at the back 

of the University catalog for those that 

will help you. 





Societies 


Wisconsin agricultural experiment association. 
Annual reports. 
Secretary, R. A. Moore, Madison. 


Wisconsin cheese makers’ association. An- 
nual meetings. 
Secretary, U. S. Baer, Madison. 
Wisconsin dairymen’s association. Annual 
reports. 
Secretary, G. W. Burchard, Ft. Atkinson. 
Wisconsin state historical society. Collec- 


tions (irregular). 
Proceedings (annual). 
Miscellaneous publications. 
Write to the Historical library, Madison. 





Wisconsin state horticultural society. An- 
nual reports. 
Secretary, Frederic Cranefield, Madison. 


DOCUMENT NOTES 


Thirteen libraries in Wis- 
consin are depositories for 
the set of congressional 
documents now grown to a_ formidable 
size. But the librarian of the small library 
can do better by selecting the individual 
documents and sets which she needs. Three 
avenues are open to her. She can ap- 
ply directly to a department or bureau to 
be put on its mailing list. In the case of 
the Department of Agriculture she will be 
sent a monthly list from which to select. 
Second, the local congressman will help 
her in securing miscellaneous documents, 
committee reports, the congressional rec- 
ord and directory. Third, the Superintend- 
ent of Documents has a list of libraries to 


Distribution 
of documents 


which geological reports are sent, also of 
remainder libraries, for a selection from 
the congressional set. He also distributes 
the document indexes and tries to com- 
plete broken sets through his clearing 
house. The first application to him must 
bear the indorsement of the representative 
from the district in which the library is 
situated. The Superintendent of Docu- 
ments is not authorized to furnish docu- 
ments free to individuals, but does every- 
thing in his power for libraries. 


Biue In accordance with the law for its 
Book distribution, the Wisconsin Blue 

Book of 1905 has been sent by the 
Commissioner of Labor to the libraries of 
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the state. In general arrangement and 
contents this volume follows the last issue, 
that of 1903. There are a few minor 
changes—for instance statistics of agricul- 
ture and manufacturing are omitted on ac- 
count of their bulk and the fact that no 
more recent figures could be given than 
were printed in 1903. Pictures of the state 
institutions are again included. 

It seems unnecessary to comment on 
this, the best known and most useful of 
the state documents. The census, election 
and financial statistics, the data regarding 
state government and institutions and the 
legislature are familiar to all. Almost 
equally so are the lists of newspapers and 
periodicals and of postoffices in the state. 
Perhaps few realize that it deserves a place 
on the reference shelves quite apart from 
the state material it contains. At the be- 
ginning are the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and the federal constitution; further 
along the postal regulations and informa- 
tion regarding the personnel of the United 
States and various state governments. An 
important point to note is that it includes 
the platforms of the various state and na- 
tional parties for 1904—somethirg it would 
be hard to find elsewhere. There is also a 
table of qualifications for voting in the 
states. The book ranks among the largest 
and fullest of the state manuals. 


The Smithsonian reports 
always contain some papers 
of general interest, together 
with those that are purely scientific or tech- 
nical. In the volume for 1904 there are 
chapters on the aerodrome, Chinese archi- 
tecture, flying fishes, Panama canal, the 
house sparrow, wireless telegraphy, pewter 
and the revival of its use. The following 
note is quoted from the price list of the in- 
stitution: “The Smithsonian reports. are 
distributed by the institution to libraries 
throughout the world; may be had by pur- 
chase at cost from the Superintendent of 
Documents and may also generally be ob- 
tained free of charge from the applicant's 
member of congress.” 


Life 


insurance 


Smithsonian 
report 


To-day everyone is reading 
and talking of the insurance in- 
vestigations in the East. The 
discussion appears daily in newspapers and 
fills many pages of magazines. But so lit- 
tle has been put in book form that every 
volume is interesting. Therefore special 
attention is called to the report on life in- 
surance, 1905, just issued by the Wiscon- 
sin Commissioner of Insurance. In addi- 
tion to the usual report and statistics much 
space is given to the Equitable scandals, in- 
cluding reports of the Frick committee and 
the New York Superintendent of Insur- 
ance, and briefs on both sides in the case 
of the Equitable vs. Zeno M. Host. Other 
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items are the examination of the North- 
western Mutual Liie and the defendant’s 
answer in the Prudential case. Copies can 
be obtained from the Commissioner of In- 
surance, Madison. 


New Librarians who make frequent 
document use of federal documents have 
index long deplored the gap between 


Poore’s Descriptive Cataiogue, 
closing in 1881, and Ames’ Comprehensive 
Index, beginning in 1889. This need has 
just been met by Mr. Ames, chief of the 
Division of Public Documents, Department 
of the Interior, in a new Comprehensive 
Index, in two large volumes, covering the 
years 1881 to 1893, superseding the earlier 
volume, and connecting with the Compre- 
hensive Index or Document Catalogue of 
the Superintendent of Documents. 

In scope the work corresponds to the lat- 
ter, including all government publications, 
not merely those 1n the congressional set. 
In form Mr. Ames has followed his earlier 
index. The page is divided into three col- 
umns, giving Ist, author; 2d, subject, brief 
title, series and date; 3d, abbreviated ref- 
erence to congressional set. Each entry 
occupies two lines. The arrangement is by 
subjects with an author index, referring to 
the page, at the end of volume two. The 
familiar serial numbers are given under the 
heading Congressional Documents. 

Small libraries have little use for govern- 
ment documents back of 1893. Those with 
larger document collections ought to find 
this index valuable on account of its min- 
uteness. For example, the papers in the 
consular reports are entered under their in- 
dividual subjects. The volumes are too 
new for a critical review, and librarians 
are too glad to welcome a new document 
catalog to look for faults. The Superin- 
tendent of Documents sells the set for 
$1.00 in cloth, $.85 in paper, but congress- 
men have some for distribution. The Jn- 
dex is included in the congressional set, 
serial number 4746. 


Federal The most useful work on 
railroad railroads published since the re- 
regulation ports of the Industrial commis- 


sion is the set of five volumes 
of hearings before the Senate committee on 
interstate commerce, 1905. In spite of their 
formidable size they can be easily used by 
the aid of a full index in volume four, and 
form a mine of information for the high 
school debater, the older student or the 
newspaper man. They cover the whole 
range of railroad discussion—the powers 
that should be granted the Interstate com- 
merce commission, rebates, private car com- 
panies, etc. Some speeches are from the 
standpoint of the railroad official, others 
from that of the aggrieved shipper. News- 
papers are already discussing the fight to 
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‘eral railroad regulation. 
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be made in congress this winter over fed- 
In view of its 
timeliness, as well as of its intrinsic merit, 
the set is invaluable, especially to the small 
library that cannot buy many books on the 
subject. The work can be obtained through 
members of congress. 


Child A recent bulletin of the bureau of 
labor labor, No. 59, July, 1905, contains a 

compilation of child labor laws of 
European countries. In view of the inter- 
est club women are taking in this matter, 
libraries would do well to send to the Bu- 
reau of Labor, Washington, for the pam- 
phlet, or, if the set is already on their 
shelves, to make a subject analytical for 
the catalog. 


Labor The tenth special report of the 
laws Bureau of Labor is a useful, up-to- 
date collection of labor laws of the 
various states. This volume takes the 
place of the second special report of 1896. 
Unfortunately a limited edition ‘was issued, 
proving inadequate to the needs of libra- 
ries and students. On account of its value 
in any study of labor problems, an attempt 
might be made to secure it from the local 
member of congress. Depository libraries 
can use the volume in the congressional 
set, serial number 4731. 
Strikes Recent_ disturbances at Cripple 
Creek, Colorado, in connection 
with the miners’ strike, have attracted at- 
tention all over the country. The Bureau 
of Labor has issued a volume, Colorado 
Disturbances, 1880 to 1904, which is a valu- 
able contribution to strike literature. It 
is apt to be overlooked, as it is not in- 
cluded in either of the regular series of the 
bureau. This is good debating materia! 
It will be supplied upon application to the 
Bureau of Labor, Washington. 
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Nature “A few good books and bulle- 
study tins on nature study, school gar- 

dening and elementary agriculture 
for common schools” is the title of circular 
52, revised, of the office of experiment sta- 
tions. References to the farmer’s bulletins 
and to publications of the states are valu- 
able. 


Housekeepers should have 
their attention called to Farm- 
ers’ bulletin 203, by Maria Parloa, on 
canned fruits, preserves and jellies. It is 
a pamphlet of thirty pages, illustrated, re- 
cently issued in corrected form by the De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


Preserves 


’ 


The maple Bulletin No. 59, Bureau 
sugar industry of Forestry, Washington, 

D. is a publication 
which will interest citizens in the eastern 
and northern parts of the state. It will be 
sent without cost to librarians upon appli- 
cation to the Bureau. It gives the history 
and present status of the maple sugar in- 
dustry, a list of the sugar maples, sugges- 
tions as to the development and care of 
sugar groves, and directions for the manu- 
facture of sugar and syrup. There is a 
chapter on the adulteration of maple prod- 
ucts. A librarian could make this material 
furnish suggestions for new themes for 
high school students. 


Terms of 
forestry 


“Terms used in forestry and 
logging” is the title of a bul- 
letin, recently issued, which may 
be obtained without cost on application to 
The Forester, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington, D. C. Librarians in 
northern Wisconsin will find this bulletin 
very interesting to many men in their com- 
munities who are not patrons of the Ii- 
brary. Bring thé bulletin and the men to- 
gether. This is one answer to a question 
that is considered in the Question-Box. 


GATHERING OF LOCAL HISTORY MATERIAL BY PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Dr. REuBEN Gop Tuwaltes, Secretary Wisconsin Historical Society 


All librarians who have such treasures in 
charge, are aware of the general popular 
interest in old pamphlets, newspaper files, 
and the odds and ends of printed matter 
issued in ephemeral form, provided these 
are old enough to have ceased to be com- 
monplace. That with which we are all fa- 
miliar is commonplace, and generally held 
in slight value; but the commonplaces of 
one generation are the treasured relics of 
the next. Interest in the things with which 
our fathers were familiar, is not mere idle 


curiosity. Relics in museums enable us 
more accurately in imagination to redress 
the stage of history; but the literary 
ephemera of other days, preserved in libra- 
ries, are still more valuable as mirrors of 
the past. The chance advertisement in the 
old newspaper, the tattered play-bill, the 
quaintly-phrased pamphlet, or musty diary 
or letter of a former time, are of inestim- 
able value to the modern historian. In 


earlier days, history was thought to be 


simply the records of royal courts and the 
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conduct of military campaigns; but the 
history of the common people is now what 
interests us most—how the John and Mary 
of old lived in their wayside cottage, how 
Peter and Paul bargained in the market 
place, how the literati toiled in Grub street, 
and seafarers journeyed over the face of 
the deep. 

President Woodrow Wilson said, at the 
Princeton sesquicentennial: “The world’s 
memory must be kept alive, or we shall 
never see an end of its old mistakes. We 
are in danger to become infantile in every 
generation. This is the real menace under 
which we cower in this age of change.” 
It is the office of the historian to keep the 
world’s memory alive. There will never be 
an end of the writing of history. Some 
one has truly said that each generation 
must write all past history afresh, from its 
own changing standpoint. But that this 
may ‘continue, and with increasing advan- 
tage, there must never be an end of accum- 
ulating historical material; each generation 
must accumulate its own, for the benefit of 
its successor. 

In the libraries of the old world, there 
are many magnificent collections of broad- 
sides, leaflets, tracts, pamphlets, which 
earnest, thoughtful men have, in past gen- 
erations, accumulated for our benefit. One 
of the most notable of these is the collec- 
tion known as the Thomason Tracts, in the 
British Museum—30,000 specimens of the 
literary flotsam and jetsam of the middle 
of the seventeenth century—pamphlets, 
circulars, prospectuses, broadsides, pro- 
grammes, and what not—each carefully la- 
beled by the industrious London bookseller 
and collector, Thomason, with the day of 
its acquisition. Thus we have, for the en- 
tire period of the Civil War in England, a 
faithful day-by-day picture of surpassing 
interest and value, to which historians are 
ever turning as to an inexhaustible mine of 
material, and concerning which Macauley 
and a host of others have written in the 
warmest praise. 

In former times, enterprises of this char- 
acter were generally left to the chance of 
individual initiative. In our day, they may 
be better, more systematically, done by pub- 
lic librarians. It is not possible, nor is it 


A NICHE DEVOTED 


Dr. H. B. TANNER, 


The library occupies a position in each 
community with regard to gathering details 
of local history that no other organization 
can or does fill. 

Every librarian ought to spend some 
time in soliciting facts pertaining to the 


advisable, for every public library to en- 
gage upon an extended scale in a task of 
this character. It is sufficient that a few 
great libraries undertake missions of this 
sort—libraries, perhaps, in widely-separated 
cities; but certain it is, that each public li- 
brary can and should make such an histori- 
cal collection for its own community, and 
the library at the county seat should seek 
to cover, so far as may be, its own county. 

It is difficult to specify just what the 
local library should make a serious busi- 
ness of collecting; it is easier to make a list 
of what should not be gathered. But 
especially would we urge the accumulation 
of newspaper files, the daily or weekly rec- 
ord of the community’s life; and these files 
should, if possible, be complete. All man- 
ner of published reports should be obtained 
—those of the common council, the county 
board of supervisors, the various public in- 
stitutions located in the community; the 
published memorial sermons, club and so- 
ciety year-books, printed rules and consti- 
tutions of local lodges, catalogs and pro- 
grams of local colleges and academies; 
published addresses of any sort; all of the 
literature published by the churches—year- 
books, leaflets, membership lists, appeals 
for aid, or what not; programs of local en- 
tertainments participated in by residents of 
the community—all these would in time be 
found to have great interest to the local 
historian. In short, all of this printed ma- 
terial will prove in due season to be a fund 
of information which shall make the li- 
brary a Mecca for all who wish for any 
purpose to refresh their memories relative 
to the life of the town. 

Librarians should realize that this gener- 
ation and its affairs are but passing phases 
of world-life; given a sufficient lapse of 
time, what they have gathered of the liter- 
ary drift-wood of to-day will be of price- 
less value to their successors in office. Li- 
brarians are generally regarded as mission- 
aries unto the present generation; but let 
us, in our zeal for the things of the present, 
not forget to be as well missionaries unto 
the future, and thereby earn the praise that 
comes to him who plants a tree for the de- 
lectation of those who come after. 


TO LOCAL HISTORY 


Kaukauna, Wis. 


early history of ‘her particular locality, ac- 
cumulating early letters, or manuscripts 
that have a local flavor. A part of the 
library—either a separate room or a corner 
—could be reserved for their display, and 
in this way a taste for research among the 
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frequenters of the library could be culti- 
vated. 

The study of local history by the school 
children and others will serve to give them 
a measure of patriotism that can be ac- 
quired in no other way. 

Wisconsin cities are in many cases brim 
full of very interesting facts and romances 
when you get Back to the beginning of 
things. Among the interesting autograph 
letters of early settlers in the state, which 
I have acquired is the oldest Ictter extant 
with a Milwaukee date, 1802. Also the fol- 
lowing: Autograph ietters of the first 
white settler in Kaukauna, Dominick Du- 
charmme, who settled in Kaukauna in 
1790; Eleazer Williams, Robt. M. Eberts, 
Jos. Rolette, cté. 


FOX RIVER VALLEY 


The annual meeting of the, Fox River 
Valley Library Association was held at 
Fond du Lac on Monday and Tuesday, 
November 20 and 21. The meeting proved 
a great success, both in point of attendance 
and of interest. The main topic for the 
meeting was “The Library from the stand- 
point of the public.” The program was 
as follows: 

MonpDAYy, NOVEMBER 20. 

Address of Welcome—E. R. Herren, Presi- 
dent Board of Trustees, Fond du Lac. 

tesponse and president's address—Hon. 


H. P. Bird, Wausaukee. 

“The Public Library from the Standpoint 
of the Public’— 

Fond du Lac _—. J. G. H. Barry. 

Oconto—J. C. Chas 

Manitowoc—Dr. E. °. Gleason. 

Neenah—J. R. Bloom 

Picture bulletins— Illustrated by exhibits 
from the Pratt Institute library, Brooklyn— 
Miss Hannah C. Ellis, Madison. 
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Letters and documents of this description 

can be collected if industriously hunted for, 
and when placed on exhibition in the li- 
brary serve to stimulate interest in local his- 
tory. 
As soon as our rew library building is 
completed it 1s my intention to deposit my 
collection of some 6,000 letters and docu- 
ments in the building, and thus throw them 
open to the pubic, enabling any of our stu- 
dents to accumulate facts pertaining to our 
local history from original sources. 

This same plan 1nright be toliowed in 
every community, and in this way each li- 
brary would become a storehouse of facts 
pertaining to ivcal history. 


LIBRARY MEETING 


5 o’clock—Social hour, followed by supper 
served to the visiting librarians by the 
Woman's club of Fond du Lac. 


MONDAY, EVENING. 


Address—“‘What we should demand of the 
novel—Rev. Florence Buck, Kenosha. 

Memorial address—Frank B. Hoskins—Dr. 
Gilbert McDougall. 


TUESDAY MORNING, 


The Public Library from the standpoint 
of the public. 

Sheboygan—F. H. Denison. 

De Pere—J. A. Kuypers. 

Appleton—I. N. Stewart. 

County Traveling Libraries—Miss Kath 
arine D. Cramer, Oconto, Wis. 

Business meeting. 

President, Mr. J. R. Bloom, Neenah. 

Vice President, Miss Deborah Martin, Green 


Bay. 

Secretary, Miss 
Oshkosh. 

Treasurer, Miss Anna Shaw Pinkum, Mart- 


nette. 





Charlotte Templeton, 


NEW BUILDINGS DEDICATED 


On the evenings of Thurs- 
day and Friday, November 
2 and 3, the citizens of 
Viroqua celebrated the opening of their 
new library building. The exercises the 
first evening were held in the Congrega- 
tional church, the chairman of the library 
board, Mr. H. P. Proctor, presiding. The 
Rev. J. A. Stemen pronounced the benedic- 
tion. Mayor W. N. Coffland responded to 
Mr. Proctor’s speech on behalf of the build- 
ing committee, accepting the structure for 
the city, and commended the work of those 
who planned and carried to satisfactory 
completion the splendid new building. He 


Public library 
at Viroqua 


counted as comparatively trivial the cost to 
the city and individual taxpayers, the 
amount required for maintenance when the 
resultant benefits were considered. 

Prof. W. P. Colburn spoke on behalf of 
the public schools, and Mr. C. J. Smith de- 
livered an appropriate address. Gen. E. M. 
Rogers gave a history of the library from 
its beginning as a library association in 
1866. From 424 volumes donated by the 
old association, a library of 2,736 has 
grown, and there are now 1,066 card hold- 
ers. 

The following evening the new building 
was formally dedicated and thrown open 
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to the public. The library board, compris- 
ing the following members served as a fe- 
ception committee with the librarian, Miss 
Anna E. Turner, H. P. Proctor, president; 
Lucy R. Dawson, secretary; + Henry 
Lindemann, treasurer; Mrs. M. C. Nichols, 
Mrs. H. D. Williams, Prof. W. P. Colburn, 
J. H. Chase, T. T. Ganwick. 

The new library building’ is the gift of 
Andrew Carnegie and has cost ten thous- 
and dollars. It is built of La Salle pressed 
brick with Bedford stone trimmings, and 
roofed with slate. It is not only attractive 
in design, but is arranged with first consid- 
eration for convenience of administration 
and comfort of the public. . 


Corner stone laid The corner stone of 
at Appleton the new Andrew Car- 
negie library at Law- 
rence university was laid November Io. 
Dr. Samuel Plantz conducted the exercises 
which were attended by two hundred stu- 
dents. Before introducing the speakers Dr. 
Plantz gave a brief history of the efforts 
which resulted in securing the library. He 
said that Mr. Carnegie was approached for 
the first time about four years ago. At that 
time he was not giving libraries to educa- 
tional institutions but to cities and towns. 
Efforts to secure the building were not 
abandoned and after four years the tele- 
gram announcing the gift was received. 

Mayor Harriman spoke on behalf of the 
citizens; Edward W, Blakeman spoke for 
the students, and Prof. Judson Rosebush 
for the faculty. 

After the speeches the Lawrence band 
played and a number of college songs were 
sung. Dr. Plantz spoke of the library as 
he first remembered it. How the books 
were first passed out through a hole in the 
door of the room in which they were kept, 
then of the removal of the books to their 
present quarters and of the coming of Miss 
Smith, the first librarian. Because of her 
long connection with the library and of her 
special interest in the new building he 
asked her to seal the slab of stone which 
covered the hole in the cornerstone. 

The box which was placed in the stone 
contained an annual catalogue, a record of 
the Alumni, a photograph of Andrew Car- 
negie, Appleton papers containing the news 
of the gift of the library, a history of the 
college, the history of the efforts to secure 
the building, an annual, and a copy of the 
Lawrentian. 

After Miss Smith had sealed the stone 
cdllege yells were given the speakers, An- 
drew Carnegie being given three cheers. 


Publiclibrary — Instead of having a for- 
at Antigo mal program, the library 

board concluded to open the 
new building for insnection on the after- 
noon of November 9. Visitors were re- 
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ceived by the members of the library board 
and by Miss Kunst, librarian. The interior 
of the new building was generaliy com- 
mended. In the northeast corner of the 
building is the large general reading room, 
with reference room adjacent. In _ the 
sunny southeast corner of the building is 
a large children’s room. 

The library has now over 3,000 volumes 
exclusive of reports and bound volumes of 
magazines. 

The library board will cause the grounds 
to be laid out next season after a plan pre- 
pared by a competent landscape architect, 

r. C. G. Carpenter, of Milwaukee. The 
grounds, with lawns and artistically ar- 
ranged trees and shrubbery will prove an 
appropriate setting for the library building. 

The building is 76 x 50 feet with a book 
room extension of 14 feet at the rear. The 
second story is not yet finished but arrange- 
ments are under way by which it is practi- 
cally certain that the Langlade county 
training school will secure a lease of the 
entire floor for school purposes. 


Public library 


The opening of the new 
at Waupun 


Carnegie building of the 
Waupun Public Library Sat- 
urday afternoon and evening, November 
21, was largely attended by citizens. The 
guests were received by the librarian, Miss 
Kathryn Bunker, Mrs. H. D. Bell. Miss 
Lovila Mosher, Edwin Hillyer, B. W. Da- 
vis, C. A. Shaler and L. D. Hinkley, mem- 
bers of the library board, Mayor Carring- 
ton, several pastors of the city churches, 
Prof. Loomis, Mrs. D. P. Doty, president 
of the Monday Club, Mrs. W. M. Tichen- 
or, president of the Study — Mrs. A. C. 
Scott, regent of the D. 

The library exterior is a cut Oshkosh 
stone, the stlye of architecture following 
the lines of early English Gothic structures. 
The interior finish is of oak, with walls 
colored in quiet harmonious tones. The 
book stacks are about seven feet high and 
form the partitions which divide the room 
into children’s, reference and reading al- 
coves, thus giving a pleasing effect of spa- 
ciousness. In the southwest corner is the 
librarian’s room partitioned from the main 
room. Back of the librarian’s desk is the 
“ingle nook,” formed by deep oaken set- 
tles running out from each side of the fire- 
place. There are book shelves over these 
seats. The furniture in the reading room 
was donated by the D. A. R., Study and 
Monday Clubs. Another donation is a fine 
picture of Stratford-on-Avon, presented 
by the W. R. C.. which hangs over the 
door to the librarian’s room. 

The library owns 5,355 books. Founded 
in 1858, it was the second to be established 
in the state, that of Madison antedating it 
by five years. It was a subscription library 
until about six years ago. Then the wom- 
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en’s clubs became greatly interested and $500 yearly for its support until the Car- 
for two years raised enough money to pay negie offer came, and now $1,000 is raised 
the running expenses and made it free to by tax for its support. 

everybody. Then the council appropriated 
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THE LIBRARY AND THE WOMAN’S CLUB 


At the recent meeting of the Wisconsin 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, held 
at Kenosha, reports were given by the dis- 
trict vice presidents on the various lines of 
activity conducted by club women of the 
state. These reports brought out the strik- 
ing fact that more clubs are engaged in 
promoting the work of libraries than any 
other form of endeavor. Only one district 
—the Fourth—failed to report activity in 
this direction, the wants of the Milwaukee 
district being conserved by the Milwaukee 
Public Library. The work of securing 
gifts from Mr. Carnegie, of purchasing 
sites after the donations were secured, and 
of furnishing the buildings after erection, 
were dwelt upon in many districts. At Be- 
loit, the club women have provided tables 
and chairs. At Whitewater, they have 
given $100 for binding periodicals and have 
decorated the walls with a frieze and pro- 
vided the windows with shades. At Lodi, 
the club women have conducted a lecture 
course for the benefit of the local library. 
At Portage, pictures have been given. The 
women of Dodgevilie provided a lecture by 
the Rev. Jenkins Lloyd Jones, the proceeds 


of which were given to the library. Fifty- 
three dollars were donated at Waukesha. 
The Woman’s Club at Fond du Lac, in 
addition to raising $1,000 for the library 
site, previously reported, has raised $1,000 
for the library furniture and has also 
given a beautiful bronze tablet to commem- 
orate the gift of Andrew Carnegie. At 
Baraboo, the club women have provided 
trees for the library grounds. Books and 
magazines have been donated at Port 
Washington. At Ripon, the club women 
are aiding in the completion of the library 
building. All of the furniture, shelving, 
and electric lights in the Waupun library 
were given by local clubs. A club at La 
Crosse was instrumental in securing a 
county system of traveling libraries, and 
donated six libraries to the cause. The 
women of Fox Lake have been agitating 
for a library there. The club women of 
Stevens Point have furnished the lecture 
room, as have the women at Sheboygan, 
Neenah, Oconto, and Green Bay. The club 
women at Stevens Point take charge of the 
reading room on Sunday, thus enabling the 
library to be open on that day. 


IN THE VILLAC E OF MERRIMAC 


AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT MAY BE DONE 1N MANY OTHER SMALL COMMUNITIES 


Merrimac, a village of about 300 inhabi- 
tants, in Sauk county, is the first to estab- 
lish a public library under the new law 
which provides for library boards of three 
members. For some years this village has 
received traveling libraries, but there has 
always been difficulty in securing librarians. 
Lately the library has been kept in a pri- 
vate house but the patronage has been so 
large as to be burdensome to the house- 
keeper and many citizens have not felt free 
to add to her burdens. When the subject 
was presented to the village board and the 
citizens they agreed that the village ought 
to pay a small salary and provide a re- 
sponsible governing body. 

The library board, as appointed, consists 
of one member of the school board, one 
member of the village board and a lady 
who is interested in library work. The 
citizens now feel that they can have a per- 
manent library. Money will be raised for 
new books. Some of the books of the 
school library will be loaned through the 
public library during vacations. A study 
club has been started, by a number of 
women, which will receive aid from the 
Commission. Magazines have been col- 


lected and a reading room will be kept 
open a few evenings in the week in con- 
nection with the public library. 

Last winter the principal of the three- 
department school started a debating soci- 
ety among the pupils. This year, with the 
help offered by the legislative reference de- 
partment of the Commission, another de- 
bating society will be formed. The two 
societies will meet on alternate weeks at 
the school house. The second society will 
include business men, farmers, young men, 
and the women will contribute numbers 
which will add variety to the program. 

The distinctive features of the society 
will be that it will deal first with local 
problems and later with such subjects .as 
are likely to come before the next legisla- 
ture. The first subject will be “Should the 
schools of a given district (the boundaries 
are outlined in the question) be consoli- 
dated?” This question has already been 
discussed on the streets and is a live one. 

Two energetic citizens have been ap- 
pointed as leaders and will “choose sides.” 
The Commission loaned pertinent litera- 
ture, borrowed other material from the 
State Department of Education and gave 
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addresses where material could be obtained 
free or at small cost. 

The second question will be “Should our 
road taxes be paid in money or labo~ 
The Commission will furnish material, giv- 
ing the laws and practical experiences of 
districts using both methods, in many 
states. 

The third question will be “Should the 
state exempt lands reforested under rules 
which it may make, from taxation?” The 
Library Commission and our excellent 
State Forestry Commission can provide an 
abundance of good material for this debate 
and as there are bluffs and gravelly knoils 
near Merrimac whose crests are not arable. 
the question is a live one and will be 
vigorously contested. 

When a representative of the Commis- 
sion sugeested these questions to business 
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men they were eager to discuss them with 
him—then and there. They readily appre- 
ciated the fact, however, that the Commis- 
sion does not consider itself the arbiter of 
such questions, but offers to people inter- 
ested in either side opportunities to get 
arguments and proofs. Its object is to aid 
in training people to debate public ques- 
tions intelligently. 

This new movement at Merrimac should 
bring new ambitions, interests and hopes in 
all the homes and lead to a greater inter- 
est in the best things. If it is successful 
it should lead to a better discussion of pub- 
lic questions. 

A devoted teacher who is the principal 
of the schools, has been carrying the bur- 
den of the work, but she will have the ac- 
tive support of some good men and women 
of the community. 


AN EXPERIENCE WITH CHILDREN’S BOOKMARKS 


Epa M. Perry, Children’s Librarian, The Millicent Library, Fairhaven, Mass. 


An article on the “Use of children’s 
bookmarks in libraries” in the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin led this library to use the 
bookmarks issued by the Wisconsin com- 
mission for the vacation reading during the 
past summer. The plan followed was simi- 
lar to that outlined in the article mentioned. 
The children’s librarian visited the scheools 
about a week before they closed, showed 
the bookmarks to the children and told 
them abcut the plan for using them. 

The bookmarks are very attractive and 
the children canie to the library in flocks 
for them. We kept the books on special 
shelves and used labels on books and book- 
marks, so that the children could easily 
find the books on the different lists. 

In October the children who had been 
reading from the different lists were in- 
vited to meet in the library, those who had 
the Robinson Crusoe bookmarks at one 


BRODHEAD’S NEW 


Brodhead rejoices in a new city home, 
the gift of one of its generous citizens. 
Mayor H. C. Putnam has recently pur- 
chased and presented to the city a building 
which is situated on one of the principal 
business corners, facing the public square. 
It is 125 x 22 feet and three stories in 
height. It cost $12,000 when built, a few 
years ago, and it would cost much: more to 
build at the present time. In making the 
gift Mayor Putnam stipulated that the 


time, the Snow Baby at another time, and 
so on. They were asked questions about 
the books, told the stories, repeated poems 
from the books of poems, told what books 
they liked best, and why. They were 
shown pictures of persons and places about 
which they had been reading. While it 
was the aim to find out how thoroughly 
and with how much understanding the 
children had been reading, it was also a 
very good opportunity to discover the kind 
of books they liked. They entered heartily 
into the discussion of the books and it was 
evident that their opinions were rea! and 
not forced. 

After the talk about the books, a ribbon 
badge with “The Millicent Library, Vaca- 
tion Reading, 1905” on it in gilt letters was 
given to each of those who had finished 
reading all the books on a bookmark. 


LIBRARY HOME 


front room, upon the second floor, fifty feet 
in depth, should be used for a public li- 
brary and reading room. The remainder 
of the building will be used for other mu- 
nicipal purposes so that the library will be 
located at the heart of the municipal orgaa- 
1sm. 

The gift struck a popular chord and the 
citizens are moving for a public library that 
shall be so good as to show their appre- 
ciation of Mayor Putnam’s liberality and 
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of his choice of a gift. In early days in 
Wisconsin our public libraries were main- 
tained by the school districts and were un- 
der the control of school boards. Experi- 
ence proved that such institutions were not 
adequately supported and were rarely pop- 
ular or highly useful. Six years ago only 
four libraries were still maintained under 
this obsolete plan—Berlin, Edgerton, Mon- 
roe and Brodhead. Five years ago Berlin 
and Edgerton placed their libraries under 
the control of independent boards. Brod- 
head will now make the transition. At a 
recent conference of the board of educa- 
tion and the common council the former 
body requested the latter to appoint an in- 
dependent board and agreed to turn over to 


PUBLICATIONS OF 


The subjoined list comprises the publica- 
tions of the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission since October, 1903. Those marked 
with a * are out of print. Those available 
will be sent free to Wisconsin libraries and 
postpaid to other applicants upon receipt of 
price mentioned in parentheses. Publica- 
tions not out of print which are listed with- 
out price are sent gratis upon request. 


*Bibliography bulletin. 
no. 8 Beginnings of an art library, and 
a selected list of books on the fine 
by Katherine Patten. Sept. 

Biennial report, July 1, 1902 to June 30, 

1904. v. 5, ilius. (10c.) 

*Buying list of recent books. 

no. 9. Oct. 1, 1903. 

no. 10. Dee. 15, 1903. 
no. 11. Aug. 15, 1904. 
no. 12. Nov. 1, 1904. 
no. 18. Dee. 15, 1904. 

Catalog cards for bulletins of the Wisconsin 
geological and natural history survey, 
no. 1-12, 1898-1908. (25c.) 

Check list of the a and public docu- 

ments of Wisconsin. 1903. (25c.) 

*Circular announcing destruction of all equip- 

ment, Feb. 27, 1904. 
*Circular of information. 
no. 4. Magazines for the clearing house. 
[1904.] 
*[Circular to members of the legislature, de- 
scribing work of legislative reference de- 
partment.] Nov. 20. 1904 
County traveling libraries. 
Ifandbook series. 
no. 1. Suggestions for library rules and 
regulations and information for card 
holders. Jan. 1905. (5c.) 

*Influence of the village library: by H. P. 

Bird. Dec. 17, 1903. 
Laws of Wisconsin relating to free public 
libraries and the Free library commission. 
1905. (5ce.) 
Legislative reference lists. 

no. 1. Rate regulation, state and na- 

tional. Dec. 1904. (2c.) 
no. 2. State aid for roads. Dec. 1904. 
1905. 


Aug. 1, 1905. 


Jan. 


c. 
no. 3. State civil service. 
(2¢.) 
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the new board alf the books of its library 
except such works of reference and vol- 
umes for supplementary reading as may be 
of continual and permanent use in the 
school rooms. 

A public meeting will soon be held to 
formulate plans to secure a liberal popular 
subscription to purchase new books and 
equip the library with modern furnishings. 

Few citizens of Wisconsin have chosen 
as wisely as Mayor Putnam in selecting 
methods of returning part of their wealth 
to the home communities where they have 
made their money and his gift should be 
an inspiration to others as well as a con- 
stant blessing to his neighbors and friends 
and their children and children’s children. 


THE COMMISSION 


Nae notes; reprinted from Municipality. 
Oct. 1903. 
i. - Nov. 1903. 
no. 5. Dec. 1903. 
no. 6. Jan. 1904. 
no. 7. Sept. 1904. 
*Magazines for Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission. [1904.] 
Public libraries in Wisconsin mepeetins June, 
1903; March, 1904; Jan. 
Some Wisconsin library buildings. 1904. ill. 
(10¢e.) 
Special book lists. 
no. 4. German books for public libraries: 
list of those in the library at Water- 
town, Wis. Feb. 1904. (5c.) 
*Summer school for library training, June 13 
to Aug. 15, 1904; May 1 to June 23, 1905. 
*To Wisconsin librarians and library trustees: 
[circular accompanying blank for historical 
report.] May 1, 1904. 
*To Wisconsin librarians: 
panying statistical 
1904. 
Traveling 
Aug. 1, 
U. S. government documents in small li- 
braries; by J. I. Wyer, jr. 
Ed. 2, rev. and enl. May, 1905. (12c.) 
Wisconsin free library commission, office in 
the capitol at Madison; what is is. [1904. 
Wisconsin library bulletin [bi-monthly] (25¢ 
per annum, single numbers, 5c.) 
no. 1. Jan. 1905. 
no. 2. Mar. 1905. 
no. 3. May, 1905. 
2 4. June, 1905. 
5. Sept. 1905. 
winesauhe state publications, 
Sept. 30, 1903. 


[circular accom- 
report blank.] June 1, 


library stations in Wisconsin. 
05. 


July 1, 1902 to 


New counly 
system of 
traveling libraries 


The board of super- 
visors of Columbia 
county has voted to es- 
tablish a county system 
of traveling libraries, and has appropriated 
$500 for the purchase of books. 

Jefferson county has joined the list of 
counties which maintain systems of travel- 
ing libraries. An appropriation of $500 
was voted, 23 to 7 
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GROUPS OF BOOKS 


At the ninth annual conven- 
tion of the Wisconsin Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs held at 
Kenosha, October 25-27, ac- 
tion was taken to turn over its study libra- 
ries to the Free Library Commission for 
circulation for the benefit of the clubs of 
the state. The Federation owns at the pres- 
ent time sixteen libraries which have been 
circulated from the home of the chairman 
of the Library committee. While the com- 
mittees have been very successful in keep- 
ing the libraries in constant use, as their 
number increased, exchange, storage, and 
care became burdensome. The Commission 
with its facilities for handling traveiing li- 
braries is in a position to care for them 
easily, and has undertaken their manage- 
ment in the hope of effective co-operation 
with the clubs of the state. Every* club 
may aid the Commission materially by sub- 
mitting program and outlines, and by mak- 
ing ‘suggestions, and criticising methods. 
The Commission, will be especially glad to 
hear of small clubs not belonging to the 
Federation, and will be grateful for infor- 
mation of them from any quarter. 


Federation 
traveling 
libraries 


Municipal 


The traveling library on mu- 
affairs 


nicipal affairs which has been 
in constant circulation for the 
past three years is at present not in use. 
The library contains material on municipal 
ownership and other modern problems, as 
well as on practical questions of road build- 
ing, sewage disposal, water works, fire 
protection, lighting, ete. The books and 
pamphlets form an extremely useful collec- 
tion for city councils and others interested 
in municipal government and improvement, 
and will be sent on application, free of all 
expense except transportation charges, to 
any group of persons wishing to study 
them. The library may be kept in the local 
public library. in the city hall, or w herever 
most accessible to the greatest number in- 
terested. 


English 


The Commission has one study 
history 


library left which it will be glad 

to place for the year. The library 
contains forty-three books on English his- 
tory, and is accompanied by a brief outline. 
It will be sent to a public library or to a 
group of students. 


Books on China, England, 
Renaissance in Italy 


The Commis- 
sion also has 
some miscellane- 
ous books on hand which may be loaned 
to public libraries or to students needing 
material on the subjects. As the books are 
gifts and have not been selected, they do 
not cover subjects, nor are they combined 
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FOR STUDY CLUBS 


with any plan for most effective study. 
They are, however, all excellent books and 
may supplement local collections admirably. 
There are seven books on China, twenty- 
one on England, nine on the Renaissance 
in Italy, including two books on Dante. 


Nature 
study 


A traveling library on nature 
study, which was purchased espe- 
cially for the use of teachers and 
has been in use during the summer, is now 
tree. The Commission has decided to loan 
the library to the public libraries for the 
use of teachers especially, the books to re- 
main long enough for thorough examina- 
tion. Miss Martha Bell, of the Beloit Pub- 
lic library, has offered the salmon fisheries 
exhibit, which will be remembered by libra- 
rians who attended the state meeting at 
Beloit last February, to the Commission 
and it will be sent with the nature library. 
Miss Bell's exhibit consists of a case of 
phials containing the eggs of salmon illus- 
trating the development of the fish, a col- 
lection of excellent photographs and de- 
scriptive material on the great fisheries and 
canneries of the Pacific coast, especially of 
those at Bellingham, Washington. 


Interest in town im- 
provement is being mani- 
fested in the state by va- 
riots women’s clubs to such an extent that 
it seems worth while to offer to purchase a 
library on the subject to loan for few 
weeks at a time. This library may dupli- 
cate some material in the library on mu- 
nicipal affairs mentioned above, but will 
in no way interfere with it as material on 
technical details of road contraction, and 
like subjects will be substituted by more 
extensive matter on Sanitation, drainage, 
improvement of parks, cemeteries, and 
home lawns, the general beautifying of 
the town, and other subjects of particular 
interest to women. The Commission asks 
for consideration of this offer, and if there 
is a demand immediate purchase and col- 
lection of mateftial will be made. 


City and village 
improvement 


The Wisconsin Archeo- 
logical Society has _ pre- 
sented the Commission with 
three books and forty-one pamphlets, in- 
cluding copies of its quarterly, the WV iscon- 
sin Are cheologist, and also of the magazine 
Records of the past, as the beginning 
toward a study library on archeology, per- 
taining especially to prehistoric remains on 
this continent. The intention is to add to 
this collection from time to time. The Com- 
mission will be glad to loan the library to 
any club or group of students desiring it. 
The Archeological Society has also given 


Archeological 
study library 
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an order upon the printer for sixty copies 
of the Wisconsin Archeologist to be dis- 
tributed to the larger libraries of the state, 
free of charge. 

Debates Brookings and Ringwalt’s Bric/s 
for debate has been indispensable 
to librarians and debaters ever since it was 
published in 1896. Now a new volume, 
Bricfs on public questions, by R. C. Ring- 
walt (Longmans, $1.20), bids fair to take 
its place. On first examination the two 
books seem very similar, but important dif- 
ferences are soon disclosed. In the first 
place the number of subjects in the new 
volume is much smaller—twenty-five as 
compared with seventy-five. This allows 
full treatment of each debate. Not only 
are references and briefs for affirmative 
and negative included, but also a general 
list at the beginning with an introduction 
explaining the scope of the question and 
narrowing it down to the best points for 
debate. The Briefs on either side are 
drawn up according to this outline and cor- 
respond closely in their main divisions. 
The subjects chosen are in three divisions: 
politics, economics, sociology. More than 
half of them are also included in the old 
volume, but here are worked out more 
fully and references brought up to date. 
Among the new topics may be mentioned 
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Direct legislation, Proportional representa- 
tion, Retention of the Philippines, Monroe 
doctrine, Postal savings banks, Government 
by injunction. The debater may miss some 
of the old famifiar questions, as well as 
Hart’s introduction on the art of debate. 
But on the whole he will find Bricfs on 
public questions of the greatest value. 


References on High school students 
primary elections throughout the state often 
write to the Commis- 
sion for references and literature on pri- 
mary elections. Printed matter on this 
subject is unusually fragmentary and hard 
to obtain. There is one good book, Meyer's 
nominating systems, 1902. Aside from this 
reliance must be placed on magazine arti- 
cles, pamphlets, speeches and newspaper 
clippings. In response to a similar demand 
The H. W. Wilson Co., of Minneapolis, 
has published a small volume of reprints 
from magazines, meant to cover both sides 
of the question. Articles in favor of the 
direct primary predominate. Some selec- 
tions are gathered from sources not avail- 
able in every library; but in any collection 
the book would be valuable on account of 
its convenience. It is sold the Minnesota 
high schools at the rate of $1.50 for the 
first copy, $.75 for each additional one. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


NEWS AND NOTES CONCERNING WISCONSIN LIBRARIES 


Reports have been received from most 
of the libraries of the state showing the 
number of volumes on their shelves. Thesc 


facts are given in the table which follows.’ 


The population of the several cities, as re- 

cently ascertained by the state enumerators, 

is also given: 
City or town 

Algoma 

Antigo 

Appleton 


Vols. 


2.983 
8,935 
1,450 


202 
Baraboo 
Bayfield 
Beaver 
Belleville 
Beloit 


Black River Falls..... 
Bloomer 
Brodhead 
Cedar Grove 
Chippewa Falls 
Colby 

Colfax 
Columbus 
Cumberland 
Darlington 
Delafield 


City or town 


De Pere 
Dodgeville 
Durand 

Eau Claire 
Edgerton 
Eleva 
Elkhorn 
Evansville 
Fairchild 
Fond du Lac 
Footville 
Fort Atkinson 
Genoa Junction 
Glenbeulah 
Glenwood 
Grand Rapids 
Green Bay 
Hartford 
Hartland 
Hayward 
Hillsboro 
Horicon 
Hortonville 
Hudson 
Iroaton 
Janesville 
Johnson Creek 
Kaukauna 
Kenosha 
Kilbourn 

La Crosse 
Lake Geneva 


17,284 
3,300 
71 


3,449 
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City or town Pop. 
Lake Mills one 1,602 
Lancaster 2,555 
La Valle ‘ 350 
Lodi 1,096 
Loyal 815 
Madison 24,301 
Manitowoc 12,733 
Marinette ¢ 
Marshfield 
Mayville 
Mazomanie 
Medford 
Menasha 
Menomonie 
Merrill 
Milwaukee 
Mineral Point 
Mondovi 
Monroe 
Montello 
Mosinee 
Neenah 
Neillsville 
New London 
New Richmond 
N. Fond du Lac 
North Freedom 
North Milwaukee 
Oakfield 
Oconomowoc 
Oconto 
Omro 
Oostburg 
Orfordville 
Oshkosh 
Peshtigo 
Pewaukee) .....ccceees 
Platteville 
Plymouth 
Portage . iki ie 
Pt. W ashington 
Pra. du Sac 
Prescott 
Racine 
Reedsburg 
Rhinelander 
Rib Lake 
Rice Lake 
Richland Center 
Ripon 
Seymour 
Shawano 
Sheboygan 
Shiocton 
South Milwaukee 
Sparta 
Spring Green 
Stanley 
Stevens Point 
Stoughton 
Sun Prairie ......... 


Pp 
Token Creek 
Tomah 
Two Rivers 
Viroqua 
Washburn 
Waterloo 
Watertown 
Waukesha 
Waupaca 


Wausaukee 

— 

West Allis ‘sume 
West Bend .... 
Westby jee eee 
Whitefish Bay wines 
Whitehall 
Whitewater ........ 


*Including town. 


700 
3,108 


Vols. 


5,956 


1,494 
8,769 
2,678 
1,308 
1,080 


434 
889 
979 
4,090 
4,458 
494 
112 
500 


6,580 
439 


2,132 


206 
1.553 
4,740 
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LIBRARIANS 


Baensch. Miss Lida Baensch has been 
added to the staif of the Manitowoc public 
library. 

Bevans. Miss Mary 
chosen librarian vy tiie 
to succeed Miss Simith. nies Bevans comes 
from Illinois, but has engaged in li- 
brary work i Wisconsin ecciaiann Sev- 
eral of the smaller libraries in the state 
have been organized by Miss Bevans. She 
is a graduate of the Platteville Normal 
school and of the Illinois iibrary school. 
Recently Miss Bevans completed the organ- 
ization of the library in the school for the 
blind at Jacksonville, Ill. 


Duve. On Monday, October 9, Miss 
Louise Duve, formerly with the Commis- 
sion, was married at Baraboo to Mr. W. W. 
Culver of Stevens Point. They will make 
their home in Idaho. 

Elliot. Miss Julia E. Elliot, formerly li- 
brarian at “Marinette, and more recently in 
charge of the library at Manistee, Mich., 
has joined the field staff of the Commission. 


Hawley, Miss Emma A. Hawley, for- 
merly of the Wisconsin State Historical 
Society staff, has been engaged for the re- 
classification of the library of the Minne- 
sota Historical Society, a task which it is 
expected will occupy eighteen months or 
two vears. 

Haseltine. Miss Mary E. Hazeltine, of 
Jamestown, N. Y., has accepted the posi- 
tion of head of the instructional depart- 
ment of the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission which was left vacant by the 
resignation of Miss Cornelia Marvin. Miss 
Hazeltine will have charge of the library 
school about to be established by the Li- 
brary Commission and will be assisted. by 
Miss Julia E. Elliott and Miss Zana K. 
Miller. 

Patten. The librarian of the Rosenberg 
library at Galveston, Tex., formerly resided 
in Wisconsin. 


Pinkum. Miss Della Raiche, acting li- 
brarian of the Stephenson library at Mari- 
nette, has been succeeded by Miss Anna 
Shaw Pinkum of Eau Claire. Miss Pinkum 
is a graduate of the Illinois library school. 


Price. The Merrill Advocate of Novem- 
ber 14, contains an article eulogistic of the 
library work conducted by Miss Price. 


Rablin. Miss Edith L. Rablin, Grand 
Rapids, enjoyed a month’s vacation during 
September and October, her place being 
taken by Miss Margaret Austin of Brandon. 


Sargeant. Mr. Frank B. Sargeant, U. W. 
’04, Law ’o5, has been engaged as perman- 
ent librarian of the University College of 


pevans has been 
Rhinelander board - 
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Law. Formerly the work was done by 
students. Many additions to the library 


have been rendered possible by an appro- 
priation of $15,000 which was voted by the 
last legislature. 

Smith. Miss Mary A. Smith has taken 
charge of the library at Eau Claire, ai 
is reorganizing the staff. Her departure 
from Rhinelander is noted in the Heraid of 
that city as follows. “Miss Smith came 
here in March, 1903, and it is due to her 
untiring efforts that our library is in such 
a fine condition. While we feel that her 
leaving us will be unfortunate for the li- 
brary interests of Rhinelander, it is a pleas- 
ure to see real ability and a willingness to 
work recognized by promotion. 


Taylor. Miss Robert Taylor has been 
engaged as an assistant at Superior. 


LIBRARY GIFTS 


Genoa Junction. Interested members of 
the Library Association gave a “summer 
festival,” in September, for the benefit of 
the library, from which they realized one 
hundred and seventy-five dollars. An ad- 
ditional gift has also been made by the ball 
team, the proceeds of a game, amounting to 
seventeen dollars. 


Hudson. The lbrary has been the for- 
tunate recipient of several gifts which will 
be expended in the purchase of much- 
needed books. From a ball given for the 
benefit of the library, one hundred and 
eighty dollars was cleared. One hundred 
dollars left from money contributed for the 
street carnival was turned over to the li- 
brary. An entertainment given by the 
schools added to the book funds something 
more than fifty dollars. 


North Fond du Lac, Woman’s Reading 
Club, mission tables and chairs, and cash; 
$16.85; Bachelors’ club, $12; O. E. Lentz, 
$2; Mr. Potter, clock; Dr. J. A. Pullen, 
hat rack; Luncheon club, Columbus, forty- 
five books; Comunission, twenty books. 


Oconto, Mrs. George Farnsworth, thirty 
volumes, chiefly of biography. 

Watertown. In compliance with the re- 
quest of the late D. Blumenfeld, files of 
the Watertown Weltbuerger, from 1853 to 
date. 

NOTES 


Athelstane. C. P. Whitney of Wausau- 
kee has sent a large box of books as the 
nucleus of a public library. They will be 
placed in the city hall. 

Beloit. After having been closed for 
several weeks to permit needed repairs, the 
public library has been reopened. 


Delafield. Largely through the energetic 


work and interest of Mrs. Lee R. Whitney, 
a library free to the public has been started 
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here. There are, in addition to the group 
of books sent by the Commission, about 
200 books, and a number of periodicals. 


De Pere. Hereafter the reading room is 
to be open every Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday afternoon and evening, and every 
Sunday afternoon. 


Edgerton, There has been much delay in 
the matter of the proposed new iibrary 
building. It is now likely that steps will 
be taken soon to push the project. The 
plans call for rebuilding the old Baptist 
church at a cost of $10,000. 


Green Bay. Howard Pyle, who has 
shown much interest in the Kellogg library 
at various times, lectured under the aus- 
pices of the board, November 4. 

The Shakespeare club has purchased the 
Tank marquerty cabinet, regarded as one 
of the finest specimens extant of old Dutch 
furniture. It will be placed in the museum 
of the library. The cabinet is valued at 
$2,000. 


Hudson. The Minnesota summer library 
school visited the library. 


Kaukauna, A_ resolution has _ been 
adopted by the common council increasing 
the appropriation from $1,000 to $1,200 per 
annum. Itis proposed toask Andrew Car- 
negie to make an additional allowance of 
$2,000 for building purposes. 

Kiel, B. Laun, village president, is 
agitating the question of the establishment 
of a public library. The local Mannerchor 
has tendered the use of its building free of 
any charge. It is hoped to raise $500 by 
subscription for books and to obtain an ap- 
propriation from the village for running ex- 
penses. 


Kilbourn. The privileges of the library, 
without charge, have been extended to the 
residents of the surrounding country. 


Manitowoc. The board has voted to 
open the library every morning at 9 o’clock, 
instead of two mornings a week only. 

A branch has been opened at the corner 
of Fifteenth and Washington streets. 


Markesan. The village board has voted 
to appropriate $200 each year, provided the 
three adjoining towns will raise $100 each. 
Favorable action on this proposition will 
enroll the Markesan library among the free 
libraries of the state. 


Marshfield. Admirable graded lists of 
books in the library have been made for 
the teachers, in order to make the resources 
of the library available in so far as possible 
to the various departments. Copies of the 
several grades are distributed to their re- 
spective teachers and all lists to the prin- 
cipals, 
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Menomonee Falls. A project is on foot 
to establish a free public library under vil- 
lage auspices. 


Milwaukee. Four hundred books have 
been added to the library of the Milwaukee 
normal schooi, making the total number of 
volumes 11,350. The school receives 150 
periodicals each month. There are 10,000 
pictures in the art collection. 

Milwaukee chapter, Children of the 
American Revolution, have presented the 
children’s room of the public library with 
a bronze bust of George Rogers Clark. It 
is the work of Miss Helen Mears. 

A new public library station has beer 
established at Park place and College ave- 
nue, to take the place of station H, which 
was at 1118 Center street. 

There are 164,345 volumes in the Mil- 
waukee Pubiie library. 


Montello. The Free Library which was 
closed for some time has recently been re- 
opened in ctiarge of Miss Grace E. Nelson, 
formeriy assistant at Antigo. 


North La Crosse. Andrew Carnegie has 
withdrawn his offer of $10,000 for a build- 
ing. 


Oconto Falls. The Oconto Falls free 
public library has moved its quarters and 
now occupies two front rooms in the upper 
story of the State Bank building. This 
affords the library association largely in- 
creased facilities for the accommodation of 
its patrons. The first room entered from 
the hallway is set apart for a public read- 
ing and correspondence room, and the sec- 
ond room is shelved for the accommodation 
of the books. 


Oncida Reservation. The new library on 
the Oneida Indian reservation will be 
named after Bishop Grafton of Fond du 
Lac. 


_ Orfordville. The second story ofa store 
building, on the main street, has been fin- 
ished off and made into a neat, attractive 
room for the library. Shelving has been built 
in and some additions made to the books 
and furniture. turned over to the village 
by the Ladies’ Library Association. Miss 
Belle Wee has been appointed librarian, 
and has been receiving instruction from 
Miss Zana K. Miller, of the Commission, 
who has been organizing the library. The 
books have been classified, and shelf listed, 
a charging system established, and all busi- 
ness records started necessary to a well- 
conducted small library. 


Platteville. A catalog of the library has 
recently been made by Miss Zana K. Miller, 
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of the Commission, and assistance given in 
perfecting other records, and other details 
of administration. The interest shown by 
the Woman’s Alliance, under whose aus- 
pices the library was established, is re- 
markably sustained and enthusiastic, and 
great credit is due this organization and 
the librarian whose efforts have been un- 
flagging. Books are being added, and ser- 
vice to the public improved. The library 
gives promise of extended usefulness and 
rapid progress. 


Richland Center. The library is being 
completely re-organized with the help of 
Miss Miller, of the Commission. A card 
catalog will be made, re-registration begun 
and a revision of all records necessary. 


Ripon. Ripon college has met Mr. Car- 
negie’s conditions for a library gift. 

The council has voted to accept $2,000 
additional to the original gift of $10,000 
from Andrew Carnegie, for the public li- 
brary. 


Superior. An interesting exhibit of auto- 
graphs and photographs at the public li- 
brary in October included letters written by 
Burroughs, Stockton, Howells, Thompson- 
Seton, Kate Douglas Wiggin, Edward 
Everett Hale, John Fiske, and James Whit- 
comb Riley. 


Washburn, Boys entered the library at 
night and rifled the librarian’s desk. They 
were apprehended. 


Watertown, Until April ‘29, the reading 
room of the public library will be open from 
2 to 5 on Sundays. 


Wauwatosa, The name “Harwood” has 
been officially dropped from the VPauwatosa 
library, which, when completed, will be 
known as the public library. A tablet over 
the large fireplace, in the new addition, will 
bear the name “Carnegie.” With the com- 
pletion of the new addition, the entire 
structure will be changed in exterior ap- 
pearance. The main entrance will be on 
North Main street, or the south side of 
the building, instead of at the east corner 
as at present. The addition, which will be 
blended with the present building to form 
one large, handsome two-story brick struc- 
ture, will be 25x43 feet in size. On the 
main floor of the building will be the gen- 
eral reading room, the reference room and 
the library quarters proper. On the second 
floor will be a large assembly room, which 
will be rented to various organizations, such 
as the Twentieth Century Topic club and 
the Woman’s club. 
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LIST OF WISCONSIN LIBRARIANS 


Many important changes have occurred 
recently in the personnel of library staffs 
in Wisconsin. For the information of 
those interested, the list has been revised 
to date, and is given below: 








BAPOIDR W ociis ston ew aes cnen George C. Wilbur 
MINERS 6c tcakcuasws eee eee Clara H. Kunst 
DIEGO... 5:0 5020. 0 0:0:0'00'sc0's'0s Agnes L. Dwight 
APOODIA. 00000 2.0050 hae awalsie he ouise Gasser 
Ashland . Mitcnell 
PRIOR io. 05 6yss e100 08 3-050 we SERS, BG I EECA 
BONAR IDND 56-0 10's ce'o o's pie see ob Kate M. Potter 
PR PEOIG © i6:0:0:0's diss 0 oo ee Katherine Mussell 


Beaver Dam 
PEUCWENIG 6 oiedic 05.400 





..Mrs. Grace Knox 








SS SET ee Martha W. Bell 
BOPUIN «45. 0.000 ss soccccccee Margaret Biggert 
Black River Falls.........ee- Anna C. Wylie 
ee PREECE CUT KE. R. Parker 
SS OS eee Mrs. Emma C. Randall 
Cet@ar Grove.scssssccccssaes W. A. De Smidt 
Chippewa Falls... occccsscessce Belle Walrath 
Ape ee ie oo Mrs. Etta B. Grimes 
rrr rr rere Martha Ingerson 
Columbus... .ccccccess Henriette von Briesen 
CUMPCTIANG... 0. cc ccecescces Mrs. G. E. Carr 
PRR, 2460s éweoee see ae Isabella Bird 
IIS 65555 :53 eis eee erary sip ses Eleanor Pilnar 
SS eer. lJelen S. Mathews 
Dotigeville...crcceccvecessesess Mrs. R. Lane 
Durand................-Mrs. E. M. Dunlap 
Hau ClAIPC......ccvrrecsccceses Mary A. Smith 
PERO. sc cuss aren aeons Mrs. Hannah Croft 
Eleva Lévbebwekse Oh eeeseeuneee ane B. D. Leith 
eer ee Te rs Edna L. Derthick 
DOPRUBTIIG bs civ acsek an ose eeu aoe Maggie Gillies 
SRIONIED s 5-8 nie-a ered owes ee Mrs. W. F. Hood 
i. wk BS ee ee Emma E. Rose 
OS er re Mrs. Ella S. Lacey 
Wart BEG. 26 cc ccvscces -Sue C. Nichols 
Genoa Junction........ “Mrs. E. E. Manor 
Glenbeulah...................Joseph A. Flath 
TAINO 5 5 cece scree “Delia VanderHeyden 
Se ee Edith L. Rablin 
Re eo Deborah B. Martin 
PRN TIE 5. 690-9005. 4.9.0 ore Juno H. Goetz 
err ee re Mabel V. Hansen 
Ls perro prea) Esther M. Olson 
Ne ae re iy A. D. Calkins 
GON: <caccd wh on 66S es ORE ED Frances Zedler 
SRGRTAEWIIID «0s v0.3 a's -0 505-0 -Anna Ritger 
PPP erre Te ree es Florence S. Wing 
Ironton. Soros a ele ee -Mary E. Byrne 
Janesville. Sool “"Mrs. Louise S. Best 
Johnson Creek cheecwen "Mrs. A. E. Greenwood 
DE. 6 csc ewee en bana puwes Lillian E. Bell 
MMROBDRs <.6  5\<-4:0-0'8'5.0'5 oe Mrs. Clara P. Barnes 
1 OSS GaP e arteries Lillian Ramsay 
J On Ee rere Mary A. Smith 
Lake Geneva.......cccces. Gertrude J. Noyes 
SS eer eS Clara M. Mosher 
ee _,. PEPE CRETE ere Te Bessie McNair 
ES | errr cme Nettie McNamer 
| Be Or ie sie -Edith Whitelaw 
Lone Rock. ....ccccccccccscccvese 

Loyal.... .C. M. Taylor 
Madison F “TJulia A. Hopkins 
Manitowoc............. .. Agnes J. Petersen 
ae + sie lol's Saves pe aise Anna S. Pinkum 
Marshfield. . ..-H. Della Ellinwood 
Mayville. ....ccccccccccvccesecs Etta Barott 
Mazomanie.......... pameeee Edna B. Woolrich 
Ss ee ee .Lynne G. Worth 
Menasha..... ecceee .. Luey L. Pleasants 
Menoroonie....... Pree: Stella Lucas 
, | eee -Helen LL. Price 
Milwaukee............+- ..G. W. Peckham 
Mineral Point..... caincae eee Margaret Crawford 
Mondovi. ..........6. a Duta ecouenin ate Nellie Lees 
MOnroe. ...cccccccscees "Katherine A. Smock 
BEOMUONO : . . sine sc% sc ciccwcses Grace FE. Nelson 





DEGRIBGE Got ects oisaiotis bees eee Mildred Dean 
DMIs cs: oiu a's oi ptivnisin sis -Cora I. Lansing 
Neillsville..... a etna Wi 1 Mame Woodward 
INOW TOROOD «os 6: 6:5:4:0-0 0 oa ore ore Jennie Radkey 
New Richmond............ Clyde L. Jameson 
North Fond du Lac........ Pearl Upthagrove 
North Freedom................-Mabel Lawton 
North Milwaukee.......... Annie G. Godfrey 
MIT say ci o:.5 814:55-6 4 eipiossbses8- 4 0ta oe Katie E. Orvis 
heer eee eee ee Gabriella Ackley 
eee Katharine D, Cramer 
Bs 015.9 506-48 a weweeneesens -John S. Shelp 
Oostburg. . re ee “Gertr ude DeSmith 
Orfordville. pan ae .Belle Wee 
CN (amen “Char lotte Templeton 
PCRHEUGO. «0 cccccceccccsrceneedte BD. Gilgon 
Pewaukee Rrsy Wis elec wie teseveuchiol bieaearare Jennie S. Clark 
PURECOVINIC. 5.005 eee Mrs. Cora P. Huntington 
= Ee ea Grace Prescott 
POPTALS « iccsicuscccsccns re, W. G. Clough 
Port Washington.......... Charles F. Eckel 
Pranic: “Gu BACs so 6 s:0:s6:0%:055-8 Ruth Hutchins 
PYOHOOEE 6 :<.0.0:6:0-8- 0:8 Mrs. Jessamine B. Castello 
Racine. ...... torncceccesae eee J, Calkins 
Reedsburg.......... Mrs. Clara F, Woodward 
Rhinelander. pe: sgeet ene ropeappererd Mary: M. Bevans 
PUD TREO. 6:0-6.4. 6.0.0.0: bein Anna M. Kennedy 
oe ee rer ere Mrs. James Robbins 
Richland Center............. Vera Eastland 
Ripon...... ap arpies ee wened Blanche Thompson 
Seymour........... -Mrs. J. E. Stewart 
SHAWANO. ..0 000006 enesenes -Hazal Kathan 
NLS 0 60.0 6 vacaneneomns -Bertha Marx 
EU CORLE: Dr. C. Cc. Tuckwood 
South Milw ae RG oehaieeas Max Hofmann 
Sparta. sh eeeeerdeccevcesen Gee jmleneen 
Spring Green. Coe Pine a5 bee Henrietta Watson 
Stanley... evecssoscoecs Martha BD. Dunn 
Stevens Point...........00. Mollie L. Catlin 
RON «05:5 Se'e.o6-o weais wince pucasiess Hilda Bjoin 
Bun  PPRIC..... 600600 ..Margaret Dunphy 
PRRTIOIAOR 5 sve.6-0,0 46 Sexe ..Grace O. Edwards 
MOND 55 5i5ce cco. o wreleic8 ‘Mrs. Hattie E. Hawkins 
MOMOR CROCK. 6i.o6csccsioce s riecve Mary F. Connor 
IR 6 s50's@ bislene's Caroline W. D. Voswinkel 
WS PAOD. 688 eresiee0ee.-ee > Lizzie G. Baetz 
WOOD os. vis 6's: apis auatene Wallace Anna FE. Turner 
Washburn.........Mrs. May M. Greenwood 
WVIEDIOD ov 6.0.0 60:0 ws ese sae Hattie E. Andrews 
WALEITOWR «0 0.0:0¥.0:0-6:0:0608 Maud R. Macpherson 
Waukesha........ Sis yecin gia waren Fannie L. Ells 
WOOO 6 5-65056,0:4-4ov1s ose ee Winnefred Bailey 
VV AD aa 55 55a 5550 we: 040-5 acer Kathryne Bunker 
IIs oon erasers Mesiereoa.e 7 Cc. Silverthorn 
WaUSKUKCC. ... ses 0c fdna Nichol 
WAUWATOER: 6 o.0.cc0s00s “Mrs. Agnes B. Roddis 
West Allis. eee .Carl Conrad 
ROE MELON 654) 0) 4::6y'9: of ay. 6 015819 6 e way oie Anna Klumb 
Westby. poeequw -D. E. Smith 
Whitefish - Bay.. ae -Julia_E. Olsen 
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Wisconsin library The annual report 
reports of the Stephenson pub- 

lic library at Mari- 
nette appears as Vol. 5, No. 1, of its 
Bulletin series. It comprises sixteen pages 
and cover. 

The sixth annual report of the Manito- 
woc public library, being ‘for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 1905, has been 
issued in. pamphlet form. There are twen- 
ty-four pages and cover. 

The Commission has received annual re- 
ports from all libraries of the state but 
two. Extracts from some of these will be 
given in the January issue of the Bulletin, 
lack of space preventing their inclusion in 
this number. 
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NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Travel 
guides 


The following list of travel 
guides, sent free of charge on ap- 
plication, will be found useful in 
libraries making picture coilections for 
school use: 

Alaska Steamship Company. 
Postage lc. 

Alaska totem poles. Postage Ic. 

Both contain colored as well as black and 
white illustrations and some good text. Ad- 
dress the company at Seattle, Wash. 

Canadian Pacific Railway. Canadian Na- 
tional park. Postage 4c. 

Large pamphlet containing many _excel- 
lent clear pictures, part in color and good 
description text. 

Canadian Rockies. 

Challenge of the 

age 4c. 

Illustrations of both small, but clear and 
attractive. 

Fishing and shooting. Postage 3c. 
Illustrations small. Text interesting to 
sportsmen. 

Glaciers of the Canadian Rockies and 

Selkirks. Postage 1c. 

Illustrations good, text excellent for teach- 

ers. 


Alaska basketry. 





Postage 2c. 
mountains. 





Post- 








Westward to the far east. Postage 3c. 
Pictures, though small are good. Text by 
Eliza R. Skig@more is vatuable. ; Con- 
tains bibliography on Japan and China. 
Address General Passenger Agent at Chi- 
eago, St. Paul or the main office ip 
Montreal. 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 
Colorado and California. Postage 3c. 
Kilbourn and the Dells of Wisconsin. 
Postage 4c. 
lake lore. 
Al! contain 
pamphlet on 
fine. Address 
Chicago. 
Soo-Pacifie Route. Fight of 
mountain peaks in America. 








Postage 4e. 

beautiful illustrations, the 
Kilpourn being especially 
General Passenger Agent 





the grandest 
Postage 1c. 








Farticularly fine and clear’ prints for 

meunting. 

Two copies should be asked for. Address 
General Passenger agent, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Southern Pacific. 
The coast country, California. Post- 
age 3c. 
- The great Sacramento Valley. Post- 
age 3c. 


The San Joaquin Valley. Postage 3c. 

South of Tehachapi. Postage 3c. 
Illustrations are small in the four last 
but quite clear and give with the text 
a general idea of the chief industries of the 
state. 


Historical society The State Historical 
collections society would be glad 
to have each _ public 


library in the state, that is prepared to 
take proper care of them, possess the 
Wisconsin Historical Collections, Pro- 
ceedings of the annual meetings, class cat- 
alogs, bulletins of information, and the va- 
rious other publications of the soviety. 
The society is, very naturally, not fesir- 
ous of sending its publications to such li- 
brarics as are disposed to treat them as 
ordinary “pub. docs.,” and allow them to 
lie in the scrap heap in the cellar, un- 
shelved and uncataloged. Librarians who 
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are disposed to give these publications 
their proper place on the shelves, along 
with other American history material 
of importance, should look over their 
sets and report to the secretary, Dr. 
Keuben G. Thwaites, at Madison, just 
what volumes they possess and ask to have 
gaps filled so tar as possible. This, Sec- 
retary Thwaites will be very glad to do. 
It should be remembered that eariy vol- 
umes of the Collections have long since 
been out of print; but reprints of the first 
ten are now being published at the rate 
of two volumes a year—Volumes |!—ilIlI 
having already been issued, with Volume 
IV in the press. The new volume 
(XVII), due a year ago, has been delayed 
because of congestion in the state print- 
ing office, but will probably be issued b. 
fore Christmas. 


Book on 
bulbs 


Librarians who have kept 
seed cataiogs on file for the con- 
venience of patrons will be in- 
terested in a small pamphlet entitled Little 
brown book of Dutch bulbs, published by 
Henry Saxton Adams, of Jamaica Plains, 
Mass., and sent on application free of 
charge. It is not only attractive but con- 
tains much useful information on the cul- 
ture of various bulbs, regarding both in- 
door and out-of-door growing. 


Ringwalt’s Briefs ow 
fublic questions with 
Selected list of  refer- 
ences (Longman’s, net, $1.20) is a reference 
book that will be useful in every library 
of the state. Both negative and affirm- 
ative sides are presented of twenty-five pres- 
ent-day questions for debate. The ex- 
planatory material and references are ad- 
mirable. 


Useful reference 
book 


Annotated 


! The Buffalo public library 
lists 


has recently published a series 
of three brief annotated lists 
on the lands, peoples, governments, and 
recent history of the great powers of Eu- 
rope. The first is on General Europe and 
Great Britain, the second on the Dual Al- 
liance, Russia and France, and the third 
an the Triple Alliance, Germany, Austria- 
Hungary, and Italy. 

Audubon The lantern slides be- 
longing to the. Wisconsin 
Audubon Society were used 
by twelve libraries during the past summer. 
It is hoped that many others will utilize 
them during the winter and early spring 
when enthusiast for bird study is at its 
height. The National Association of Au- 
dubon Societies have issued several more 
educational leaflets, copies of which will 
soon be sent to each library that has 
joined the state society. Librarians in- 
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terested in this matter should address the 
Secretary of the State Audubon Society, 
Mrs. R..G. Thwaites, 260 Langdon street, 
Madison. 


Forest 


, July 1, 1905, the name of the 
service i 


Bureau of Forestry was changed 
to Forest Service, to correspond 
to an enlargement of its work. The fre- 
quent change in government bureaus is 
one of the strongest arguments for the 
inverted catalog entry. Cards headed 
“U. S—Forestry, Bureau of” can be al- 
tered to “U. S.—Forest service’ much 
more easily than those reading “U. S.— 
Bureau of forestry” and their place in the 
alphabet remains practically the same. 


Lists of books 
for libraries 


The Commission has se- 
cured, by gift, a few copies 
__ of the following book lists, 
and these will be sent until the supply is 
exhausted, to Wisconsin libraries making 
application therefor. Requests will be fiiled 
in the order of receipt.- 

Lists of books for school libraries recom- 
mended by the Nebraska public library com- 
mission, December, 1903. 

A_ thousand of the 
N. J., 1904. 
publie library. 


best novels, Newark, 
Compiled by the Newark free 


Catalogs of 


During the period 
souvenir post cards 


of current interest in 
f : souvenir post cards, 
librarians may find catalogs obtainable 
from the following firms of interest to pa- 
trons: 


National Post Card Co., 1305 Arch street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Detroit Photographic Co., Detroit, Mich. 
The views are cataloged by states and in 
special groups. 
Library number of 
the Journal of Education 


The October 
issue of Mr. Wil- 
lard N. Parker’s 
excellent Journal of Education is made up 
largely of articles dealing with library 
topics, among them the following: 

The library and the school (editorial). 

A great railroad library, by W. H. Dudley, 
Platteville normal school. 

The progress of the traveling library. 

Can the teacher make use of the traveling 
library? 

The Wisconsin Journal of Education is 
published at Madison, at $1 per year and 
15 cents per copy. 


New library 
handbooks 


The following useful hand- 
books are among the recent 
eee publications of the A. L. A. 
Publishing board and may be obtained 
from the secretary, Miss Nina Browne, 
10% Beacon street, Boston: 

Cataloging for small libraries, by Miss Theresa 
Hitchler, superintendent of cataloging in 
the Brooklyn public library. Price, 15c. 

Essentials in library administration. compiled 
by Miss L. BE. Stearns. Price 15c. 
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The November issue of the A. L. A. 
Booklist (No. 7) contains an index to 
reference lists published by libraries, and 
a Christmas bulletin prepared by Char- 
lotte C. Gibson, Child’s librarian of the 
Washington county free library at Hagers- 
town, Md. The October number oi the 
same publication (No. 6) contains a se- 
lected list of books on political economy 
prepared by .T. S. Adams, assistant pro- 
fessor of political economy in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 


There are many small libraries and trav- 
eling library stations in the state where cop- 
ies of recent periodicals would be welcome 
and would give great pleasure to many 
people. Most librarians can easily collect 
boxes of such material and can find good 
distributing stations in their own counties. 
The Commission can furnish addresses of 
suitable distributing agents, if desired. 


Mechanics for Young America, reprinted 
from Popular Mechanics, is a publication 
which offers wholesome instruction and at- 
tractive employment to all boys who have 
any interest in mechanics. It can be ob- 
tained from the publishers of Popular 
Mechanics, Journal building, Chicago, at 
25 cents per copy. 


Books in foreign 
languages 


There are a number 
of libraries in the state 
which have small col- 


lections of German and Scandinavian 
books which they are anxious to sell at 
low prices and to use the proceeds in sub- 
scribing for the Commission traveling li- 
braries of German or Scandinavian books. 
The German books in these public libraries 
were selected from the lists recommended 
by the Commission and are wholesome and 
popular. The Commission will furnish the 
addresses of libraries which can supply 
such books, on application. 


On visits made by mem- 
bers of the Commission 
staff, it has been found that 
many of the public libraries have a more 
or less considerable number of duplicates 
on the shelves which are absolutely use- 
less to them and only cumber the shelves. 
These books represent a money value and 
many of them must be purchased by other 
libraries. It has long been realized that 
something should be done to enable ex- 
change of duplicates, but only now has it 
seemed possible to undertake it systemat- 
ically. The Commission requests that a’ 
librarians wishing to make such exchange 
will send in lists of their duplicates, giv- 
ing author, title, publisher, date, edition 
or series, and stating the condition of 
— book as clearly and briefly as pos- 
sible. 


Exchange of 
duplicates 
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